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MEMORANDUM FOR: The Director - /_7 L _@Q -~

T

SUBJECT : Importance cf the Chilean
Solidarity Movement in Europe

Ay

1. You recently asked that we look into the importance of the
Chilean Solidarity Movement (CSM) in Europe | |
The question arose when | [suggested that it
constituted a serious vulnerability for the US which should be
countered by US moves to cut off aid to Chile and otherwise clearly
disavow the junta. The Congress may have already ameliorated the
problem by the House move this week to cut off aid to Chile, but the

problem will not thereby disappear.

2. 1In response to your request:

a. I asked L | to prepare a wrapup of the facts
about the CSM in Europe (copy attached).

h I convened a session of DDI analysts, together with
of DDO, to discuss the problem in the light of the
| |paper. :

3. The discussion led to the following conclusions:

a. The Chile question is popular journalistic stuff all
over Europe and it is true enough to say that it has replaced
Vietnam as a convenient means of focusing anti-US sentiment.
It offers a common ground for communists, socialists and left-—
to-moderate Christians and liberals to come together on an
issue —-- when they can agree omn little else.

b. It is also an embarrassment to our friends in public
and official quarters, and there is no respectable voice,
public or official, actively willing to defend.

c. Whether measured as a rallying point for disparate
groups, or as a public impact issue, it is most significant in
Portugal, Greece, Italy and Sweden; least so in Britain and
West Germany; France is in between.
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d. But measurements of impact are very imprecise. It
should be noted that: :

-~ Except for Sweden, no European government has
shown itself actively exercised about US policy
toward Chile, ‘and certainly none has exerted
any strong or recurrent pressure on the US to
do anything. '

A

—— In all cases, it is local considerations that
determine whethér the communists, socialists
and others come together or stay apart. Con-
sidered as a platform for building a broad
anti-US coalition, the Chile dissue is unique
and marginal in that it does not have impact
much beyond the issue itself.

—- Offsetting the near-universal disapproval of
US policy toward Chile, but much less publi-
cised, is the lesson drawn in some quarters that
Chile shows the folly of communists pushing too
far or too fast for control. The Chilean lesson
is central to the PCI's current "historic com-—
promise' and "soft opposition" strategy, and is
no doubt reflected in the USSR's general line
of advising Furopean communists to go slow and
avoid risks.

-- In Greece and especially in Portugal, fears that
Chile shows what the US might do to them are no
doubt sharpened by the CSM's activities, but
would also no doubt be there if the CSM did not
exist. They are the result of circumstances
having nothing to do with Chile, and will grow
or diminish for reasons having nothing to do
with Chile.

4. These caveats should not be read as arguments against the
US doing what it can to limit damage in Europe over Chile. Congres-
sional action this week will help, though the credit will mot go to
the Administration. Apart from the aid question, there seams no
reason why the US should not come on stronger in deploring any bru-

ralities of which the junta is guilty. |

5. PBut one should not hold out hope that the CSM would cease
anti-US attacks or go away. The historical record -- including
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distortions and exaggerations —- is there, and an ostentatious
switch on this issue, given what has been publicly said by the Pres—
ident and the Secretary, would probably not persuade those disposed
~to believe the worst. It would certainly not end the CSM's propa-
ganda efforts. It would, however, help our friends to defend us
better in public and private, and would remove an irritant with the

neutrals, most notably the Swedes.

6. It would be marginal in its impact, case by case, compared
to what the US can do on far more critical issues with key countries.
Thus an ounce of help to Greece on Cyprus, or of aid to Portugal,
would no doubt be worth a pound of gestures over the Chile issue in

the country concerned.

8. 1If you agree with the argument herein, it would be easy to
adapt this memorandum to become a note to HAK from you. I suggest
that nothing short of that level would do any good.

National Intelligence Officer
for Western Europe
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SUBJECT: Ramificaztions of Chilean Solidarity Moverment .
in Western Europe
; ’ ""\

Sv~"2rz .

The Chilean solidarity questicn has replaced tn vi
solidarity questicn as the principle rzllying 3011_ Im W
Eurcpe for leftist fcrces bent upgn denigrating the To2it
and reducing its imfluence in Zurope. In the feurtzso w©
since the September 1973 coup d'etat, an extensive organ
network has besen built up in EZvrope, supported and fu=nde
the Communier rovatries (the 1iGSR, Fast Germany and ha
major supporters) and by Western organizaticns. Majcr ¢
of exile activity are in Peris and Rome with suppo reinmg
in Helsinki ané London. Because of the 'strong emotional
currents connected with the Chilean issue and the exzTensi
intensive propaganda campaign which has been mounted to capitalize
on them, thers is practically no voice raised in Furcoe in defense
of rthe Chilean Junta or in de;eqse of the role the United States
is said to have played in Chile in the receni past. The Chilean
"example” is being citedé to create & climate in Portugal, for
instance, in which [.S. initiatives are imnedizstely suspect.

The Chilean cacpaizn is also being used as the newast machanisno
throuzh which Eurcpean non-—comnunists are being brought into
continuing cooperation with comnunist parties and fromt crgavizations
in efforts which are basically anti-American and are intendec to
cast doubts on the United States' reliability, probity, aand dedi-

~cation to democratic principles. End Sunmary

The Socialist and Sccial Dewocratic parties in Wastern
Europe rallied iomediately to the cause of the Chilez= exiles
in late 1973. Early initiatives were taken in several European
countries to ensure virtually free entry of Chilean refugees and 25X1
exZlag infs cwch matimmc os Swadenm Wesr Germany, and Ausc:iia.

[ ¥zny Cnilézns who Inrlrlally rouag aa,xb“ I ETISTET T

Europe have subseguently zovecd to Western Eutope Czristian Demo-
crats —-—- while not as initially vociferous as theiz Social Dewo-
orz-ic goynterparis —- ware 2750 involved frem the first in
carttempts at joint acticns on behalf of the Chileans. | | 25X
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1 Furopean funds were not far bHehind.
Allende visited Sweden, for exmzuple,
ted her with $110,000 to be us=d £
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opearn governmeunts have been pressured by their
ies to cut off 2id and support to Chile, and the
@ Zelgiun governments have announced that they
So. Tabeor unnion calls for boycectts of shipping to
thus far had less sffect.
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nort, the Chilean Isssue has stru pon i
esmecially zmong -the left-gf-center. Lerepeans
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ign appears to have bean quite suzcess-
is well funded and highly organizad.

2" is being used with success by comzunists
ftists to undevrmine the U.S position in such places as

gal, where zn unstabdle internal situation lends itself to

ng parallels, however inexact, with Chile.
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